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White Mountains Interpretive Association 
P.O. Box 1871, Conway, NH 03818 

Email:  wmiaofnh@gmail.com        www.WMIAofNH.org                   603-452-5148 

Summer Newsletter, 2015 
The White Mountains Interpretive Association (WMIA) exists to encourage visitors to understand and 

appreciate our forest resources.  The WMIA was the 2006 recipient of the National Association for   
Interpretation’s “Excellence in Interpretive Support” Award. 
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Welcome to the New  Saco District Ranger 

     Jim Innes is the new District Ranger on the Saco Ranger Dis-

trict in Conway for the White Mountain National Forest.  Innes 

grew up outside New York City, 

but spent his summers at his 

family’s cottage in Lebanon, NH 

on Lake Mascoma where he de-

veloped an interest in forestry 

from his grandfather who had a 

small tree farm.  Innes has a 

bachelor’s and master’s degree 

in Forest Management from the 

University of New Hampshire.  

Innes began his Forest Service 

career in 2002 in California as a 

Forest Ecologist managing an experimental forest in the Sierra 

Nevada's.  In 2006 he moved to the Lower Peninsula of Michigan 

to serve as the Lead Forester, and soon after became the super-

visory forester on the Lolo National Forest in Montana.  Last year 

he had the opportunity to work in Washington, D.C. as the Na-

tional Stewardship Coordinator. 

      “I am happy to be back in the White Mountains as my wife is 

from Effingham and most of my family is in New England,” said 

Innes, “and I am looking forward to working with the local com-

munities to manage the resources on the Saco Ranger District”.  

Arriving in January, he and his wife and two daughters are set-

tling in the Valley.  When not working on the renovations to his 

house, he likes to go hiking and camping with his family, as well 

as mountain biking and skiing.  

 Projects funded by the 

WMIA this year are: 
 

 Saturday evening programs 

at 4 campgrounds open to 
the public  

 Interpreters at Historic Sites 

 Providing Trailhead Stew-

ards promoting safety and 
conservation 

 Informational brochures 

 Interpretive panels at his-

toric sites 
 Creating new displays at 

the Androscoggin Visitor 
Center 

 Restoration of the interpre-

tive trail at Boulder Loop 
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Renovations to Lower Falls Completed 

 

 
Recent Renovations to the  

Saco Visitor Center 
 

    Renovations to the Saco Ranger District and 
Visitor Center were completed this spring with 
the help of WMIA volunteers.  According to Joe 

Phillips, VIS Director, the counter space has 
been enlarged, accommodating more visitors 
and providing handicapped accessibility, better 

enabling the staff to serve the public.  An new 
area has been created providing space for visi-
tors to plan hikes and to view maps.  The staff 

will work to continue improving visibility and 
expanding interpretation at the Visitor Center. 

    Lower Falls, on the Kancamagus Scenic Byway, has 

long attracted visitors and all the heavy use over the 
years has taken a toll on the area.  In 2014 Lower 
Falls received major renovations, with major changes 

to the parking area to reduce sedimentations and run-
off into the Swift River and to provide better site en-

try from the highway.  In addition, a new accessible 
trail was constructed leading to a new viewing plat-
form overlooking the pool at the base of the falls.  

The platform is large enough to accommodate a bus-
load of visitors and is an excellent spot to capture 
photos of the beautiful falls.  The Civilian Conserva-

tion Corps– era picnic pavilion has been restored  and 
is ready for a new season.  The restrooms have also 
been revamped and a new information booth has 

been constructed of log and stone.  Funding for this 
project was possible through recreation fee revenue 
and partnerships with National Scenic Byways, New 

Hampshire Department of Transportation and Natural 
Resources Conservations Services. 
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Order Form         Checks made to and mail to: WMIA, Box 1871, Conway, NH 03818 

Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _________________________________________City___________________________ 
 
State ______   Zip _______________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Item Description/Color                                    Size Quantity Price          Total $ 
 
_____________________________________  ______  _________   ___________    _________ 

 
_____________________________________  ______  _________   ___________    _________ 

      Merchandise total:      _____________ 

             Shipping & Handling:      _____________ 
      
  TOTAL:         _____________ 

Shipping & Handling:   

Orders up to:      $10 = $3.95 
 $10—$20 =  $5.95      $20—$30 = $6.95 
 $30—$45 = $8.95       $45-$60  = $9.95 

1. Cuddlekins stuffed animals 
Bear or Moose reg. $14.00 
Members sale $11.90 

2. WMNF Cap, forest green 
reg. $17.95 Members sale  
$15.26 

3. Hooded sweatshirts, navy 
blue or forest green  speci-
fy sizes S, M, L, XL.   
Reg. $31.00 Members sale 
$26.35 

4. Water bottles, BPA free 
red or blue with FS logo 
Reg. $7.00 Members sale 
$5.95 

5. Waterfalls of the White Moun-
tains by Bruce Bolnick  310 p. 
paperback Reg. $18.00 Members 
sale $15.30 
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A Walk Back In Time 
By Gary A Gustafson, MMH 

 

     Early spring, after snowmelt and before green-up, offers the best time to explore the woods of the White 
Mountain National Forest. The lack of foliage provides long views into the woods, not otherwise available in the 
warmer months, and the winter’s snowpack has matted down the leaves, revealing a more accurate impression 
of the ground. This is the perfect time to bushwhack through the open foliage to lesser known summits, or dis-
cover some of the interesting historic sites buried in the now dense forest. Early last month, I was joined by fel-
low historian, Joe Phillips, Visitor Information Supervisor 
with the WMNF, in exploring two homesteads that are not 
easily found during the remainder of the year.  
     A half hour hike in from the road, we came across the 
first of these sites, the farm of Alvah Head. The first hint 
that we were on the right track was the massive stone walls 
that mark the boundaries of his fields. Contrary to popular 
belief, these walls were not built to keep animals in, but 
rather to keep them out of the crop fields, while they were 
free to roam and graze at will. The open hardwoods provid-
ed us with long views of the thousands of yards of wall built 
by farmer Head. 
     Further on, we came across the simple foundation and 
root cellar that lay under half of the house. Root cellars 
were used to store “root vegetables” throughout the year, 
as they offered consistently cool temperatures with stable hu-
midity that helped keep food stuffs fresher longer. By the looks of 
it, Alvah’s house was a well-built center chimney cape, very typical of a modest New England home. The root 
cellar, mostly filled in now, had walls of field stone with a granite split-stone sill on top that continued on to mark 
the foot print of the house. The mound of rubble in the middle with several bricks sticking out is all that remains 
of the chimney and fire boxes.   
     Alvah Head was born in Freedom, NH, in 1856. As a young man, sometime before 1876, he acquired the 263.5 
acre farm of A.C. Brown. We know that he married and had at least two children, Harold and Caroline. Alvah is 
on the 1876 list of 80 or so resident tax payers in the town of Albany. He is also listed in the 1893 town report as 

having received $9 for the work he did repairing town 
roads, something every male resident was expected to 
do during the year. Mrs. Head is believed to have been 
a country mid-wife/doctor, as some of her home reme-
dies have survived in the Albany Historical Society rec-
ords. Her remedies included cures for burns, stomach 
pain, “cansor,” asthma, headache, rheumatism, and 
constipation. 
     What happened to Alvah and his wife is unknown. A 
search of the cemetery records reveals that they are 
not buried in Albany nor any of the nearby towns. We 
do know that the house lay empty for many years. After 
a long search for Harold and Caroline, the parcel was 
finally sold to the Forest Service in 1937 for $7.00 an 
acre. They had moved on to Brooklyn, NY, and Sacra-
mento, CA, far from the simple life of their youth on the 
small farm in northern New Hampshire. 

 
(continued on p. 5) 

The stone walls of Farmer Head stretch off 
into the distance. 

Joe Phillips, Visitor Information Services Supervisor 
for the WMNF examines the granite split-stone sills 
that supported farmer Head's house.  
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   (continued from p. 4)  
      As we progress up a trail following farmer Head’s stone walls, we pass through what the 1931 AMC Hiking 
Guide called, “a beautiful meadow.” The mature hardwoods that now hover over us give testimony to the mar-
velous regenerative ability of the northern New England woods. After a half hour hike, we reach the height of 
land and begin to head down the opposite slope. Soon we encounter piles of rocks stacked neatly on boulders, a 
sign that we are getting close to our next destination, the Ross farm.   
     In the early stages of a farmstead, the farmer was busy clearing the land and did not have the time needed to 
build long walls with the rocks he gleaned from his fields. Instead he would stack them neatly on the larger boul-
ders and plow around them. Before us piles of rocks stacked on boulders cover the landscape, attesting to the 
diligent efforts of farmer Ross. Many still hold their neat shape after nearly a century and a half of defying gravity 
and the elements.  
     We do not know much about Mr. Ross or how long he worked this land. His farm does not appear on the 1860 
Walling Maps of NH, nor on the 1892 NH State Atlas. His short tenure is typical of thousands of farms in northern 
New England that were abandoned after the Civil War. Thousands of young men from New England went off to 
fight, where they met Midwestern farm boys who astonished them with the claim that they could, “plow all day 
without hitting a rock.” Looking at the rocks that still cover the landscape, it is hard to imagine the back-breaking 
labor, day after day, needed to make this soil tillable.  
     This flight from New Hampshire inspired Governor Frank W. Rollins to propose the concept of Old Home Days 
in 1899. The purpose was to bring native sons and daughters, and their money, back into New Hampshire, if only 
for a week or two. The idea caught on and spread to other New England states, where it is still practiced today in 
many rural communities.  
     An extended search for an old hiking trail that continued down the slope proved unsuccessful. But on our way 
back, we spied a depression in the landscape revealed by the matted leaves and lack of foliage. What we thought 
might be an old farm lane did indeed lead us, within a few hundred yards, to the Ross cellar hole. It was a crude 
structure compared with the Head farm. This 
small cellar hole had only field stone walls with 
no evidence that the house continued beyond. 
The small structure combined with the extensive 
labor of running the farm must have made for a 
hard life for the Ross family.      
     By the late 1880’s, the Conway Lumber Com-
pany was buying up all of the land it could. No 
doubt farmer Ross gladly sold out. This parcel 
was completely cut over and part of a 46,000 
acre tract conveyed by the CLC to the National 
Forrest Service in 1914. In many ways, these 
abandoned farms and the clearcutting of the 19th 
century lumber barons made the White Moun-
tain National Forest possible. The Week’s Act of 
1911 provided the funds to acquire hundreds of 
thousands of acres of unwanted land at an 
affordable price.   
     For Joe and me, our walk back in time and the 
subsequent research was a pleasant experience. 
These historic sites are a precious and delicate re-
source that is protected by Federal Law. If you are 
fortunate to find one on your excursions in the woods, be careful not to disturb anything, leave only foot prints, 
and of course, no relic hunting.     

(The author is a member of the WMIA Board of Directors) 

Piles of rocks stacked on boulders still hold their shape 
after nearly a century and a half of defying gravity and the 
elements. 
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Brickett Interpretive Sign 

     I wanted to thank WMIA for purchasing the 

Brickett Place interpretive sign and getting it in-

stalled today, June 6th.  After having to cancel last 

week for a rainy day, Bob Smith gathered a good 

group to dig two post holes through VERY rocky 

soil.  It is exciting that interpretation will be availa-

ble to visitors at the site even when the house is 

not able to be open.                

                              Joseph M Phillips, MA 

                                Visitor Services Supervisor  

 

Membership 
    The WMIA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that promotes and funds historic, educational and sci-
entific programs on the White Mountain National Forest.  The 

WMIA is supported by membership dues, donations, and sales at 
ranger stations.  All contributions are tax deductible.  Mail to: 
 P.O. Box 1871, Conway, NH 03818 

 
     Already a member?  Please pass this newsletter along to a 
friend or neighbor who may be interested in joining. 

 
 
Name:________________________________________________ 

 
Address: ______________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________________________ 

 
Email address: ____________________________________________________________ _______ 

Membership level: 

(check one) 

 

Supporter (Individual)…$15.00   [   ] 

 

Defender (Family)…….$25.00    [   ] 

 

Guardian………………$50.00    [   ] 

 

Believer………………$100.00   [   ] 

 

Enhancer……………..$150.00   [  ] 

A History of the Radeke Cottage 

    In the Passacon-

away Valley there is 

an old cottage rent-

ed by the Forest 

Service to the pub-

lic.  Unknown by 

most, this was the 

location of an artists colony for may years, 

owned by the President of the Rhode Island 

School of Design.  Eliza Greene Metcalf Radeke 

(1854-1931) was the president of the Rhode Is-

land School of Design (RISD) in Providence, 

Rhode Island from 1913 to 1931.  

     Charles E. Beals Sr. sold the Tibado farm 

(about 1916),  to Mrs. Eliza G. Metcalf Radeke, of 

Providence, R.I., “a philanthropic woman of 

means and unusual ability”.   Mrs. Radeke had 

three bungalows built on the property for herself 

and her students, with the back cottage assigned 

to the chauffeur. 

   Local stories tell of how Mrs. Radeke would 

spend time each summer in Passaconaway and 

invite some students to accompany her and stay 

in her guest bungalows.  They would sketch and 

paint in the “pleine air” tradition under the en-

couragement of Eliza Radeke.   

 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhode_Island_School_of_Design
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhode_Island_School_of_Design
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Providence,_Rhode_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Providence,_Rhode_Island

